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Many parents and carers are keen to support their children in 
Mathematics as they progress through primary school.  Therefore, 
we have produced this booklet which we hope will explain the 
progression of the calculation methods used, in line with our policy 
and the statutory requirements of the new curriculum.  
 
Even though the strategies for calculations are set out in yearly 
expectations, it is important that children are secure in a particular 
method before they move on to the next one. Children will be at 
varying stages in their move towards this efficiency.  
There is an expectation that children will continue to develop their 
mental methods of calculation both prior to, and alongside any 
formal written methods. 
 
The use of concrete apparatus and visual images help to support 
children with their conceptual understanding, and this continues to 
be the case as they move into lower and upper Key Stage Two. 
 
We hope that this guide is a useful tool in supporting your child, as 
they acquire, consolidate and progress in their mathematical 
learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Addition 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key words for Addition: 

Add 

Increase 

Sum 

Total 

Plus 

Together 

More 

 

 

 



Year 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Year 2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Year 3 

Children develop a mental picture of the number 

system for use with calculation. A range of key 

models and images support this, alongside 

practical equipment. 

Children begin to use numbered lines to 

support their own calculations, initially 

counting in ones before beginning to work 

more efficiently. 

Make connections between partitioning 

both numbers using structured apparatus 

and partition the second number only, using 

a number line. 



Year 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Years 5 and 6 

 

 

 

Add numbers using structured apparatus 

to support understanding of place value. 



Subtraction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key words for 

Subtraction: 

Difference between 

Take-away 

Minus 

Fewer 

Reduce 

Take from 

Decrease 

 

 

 



Year 1 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 
 

 
 

 

Finding the difference is often the most 

efficient way of solving a subtraction. 

proem. 



Year 4 

 
 
 

Years 5 and 6 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Multiplication 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key words for 

Multiplication: 

Multiplied by 

Groups of 

Times 

Product 

Lots of 

 



 
Year 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 2 
 

 

 

 

Year 3 
 

 

Counting in groups rather than counting 

individual items.  
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Year 5 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Years 5 and 6 
 

 
 
 

 

 



Division 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key words for Division: 

Share equally 

Divide by 

Group 

Share 

Divide into 

Divisible by 

 



Year 1 
 

 
 

 

 
Year 2 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The structure of grouping and sharing 

will be considered.  



Year 3 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Year 4 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Years 5 and 6 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Remainders should be interpreted in the 

following ways: as whole numbers; as 

fractions; and through rounding in an 

appropriate way to the context.  


